
Paul on Trial 

 

Week 21 
 

Acts 22:30 (NIV) 

30
The next day, since the commander wanted to find out exactly why Paul was being accused by 

the Jews, he released him and ordered the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble. Then 

he brought Paul and had him stand before them.The Holy Bible, New International Version 

 

 

Acts 23:1 (NIV) 

1
Paul looked straight at the Sanhedrin and said, “My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in 

all good conscience to this day.”  

 

Good Conscience!!!!   

How can he say that ?   

He persecuted the church. 

 

What is the Conscience? 

 

 

Hebrews 10:19 (NIV) 

19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus,  

Hebrews 10:20 (NIV) 

20
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  

Hebrews 10:21 (NIV) 

21
and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  

Hebrews 10:22 (NIV) 

22
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water.  

Hebrews 10:23 (NIV) 

23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  
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Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 

24
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

“Evil or guilty” 

ðïíçñüòðïíçñüòðïíçñüòðïíçñüò  

πονεπονεπονεπονεροσροσροσροσ  

πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋  

From a derivative of G4192; hurtful, that is, evil (properly in effect or  

influence, and thus differing from G2556, which refers rather to essential  

character, as well as from G4550, which indicates degeneracy from original  

virtue); figuratively calamitous; also (passively) ill, that is, diseased; but  

especially (morally) culpable, that is, derelict, vicious, facinorous; neuter  

(singular) mischief, malice, or (plural) guilt; masculine (singular) the devil, or  

(plural) sinners:—bad, evil, grievous, harm, lewd, malicious, wicked (-ness). See  

also G4191.  

 

 

 

 

Acts 23:2 (NIV) 

2
At this the high priest Ananias ordered those standing near Paul to strike him on the mouth.  

 

Annanias was noted to be very cruel and overbearing.  He was imprisoned in Rome at one 

time because of a dispute between the Jews and Samaritans 

 

Ananias apparently does not agree with Paul’s perspective of his 

conscience 

Paul may know Ananias.... He may know what a whitewashed wall 

he is. 

 

Acts 23:3 (NIV) 

3
Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me 

according to the law, yet you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!” 

Acts 23:4 (NIV) 

4
Those who were standing near Paul said, “You dare to insult God’s high priest?” 

Acts 23:5 (NIV) 



Paul on Trial 

 

5
Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not 

speak evil about the ruler of your people.’�” 

 

 

What is the principal here?   

Does it apply to us today? 

 

Acts 23:6 (NIV) 

6
Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 

the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee. I stand on trial because of 

my hope in the resurrection of the dead.”  

Acts 23:7 (NIV) 

7
When he said this, a dispute broke out between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the 

assembly was divided.  

Acts 23:8 (NIV) 

8
(The Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but 

the Pharisees acknowledge them all.) 

 

Why does Paul use this tactic?   

It has nothing to do with defiling the temple (what he is accused of) 

God says he is going to Rome.  Why is he doing this? 

 

 

Acts 23:9 (NIV) 

9
There was a great uproar, and some of the teachers of the law who were Pharisees stood up and 

argued vigorously. “We find nothing wrong with this man,” they said. “What if a spirit or an 

angel has spoken to him?”  

 

 

 

What are these priests concerned about? 

We cannot paint these guys black and white.   

History and scripture says that MANY priests became believers. 
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Acts 23:10 (NIV) 

10
The dispute became so violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by 

them. He ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force and bring him 

into the barracks. 

Acts 23:11 (NIV) 

11
The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified 

about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.” 

Acts 23:12 (NIV) 

12
The next morning the Jews formed a conspiracy and bound themselves with an oath not to eat 

or drink until they had killed Paul.  

Acts 23:13 (NIV) 

13
More than forty men were involved in this plot.  

Acts 23:14 (NIV) 

14
They went to the chief priests and elders and said, “We have taken a solemn oath not to eat 

anything until we have killed Paul.  

Acts 23:15 (NIV) 

15
Now then, you and the Sanhedrin petition the commander to bring him before you on the 

pretext of wanting more accurate information about his case. We are ready to kill him before he 

gets here.” 

Acts 23:16 (NIV) 

16
But when the son of Paul’s sister heard of this plot, he went into the barracks and told Paul. 

 

God has told Paul that he would go to Rome.....  

So these guys cannot kill him 

 

 

Acts 23:17 (NIV) 

17
Then Paul called one of the centurions and said, “Take this young man to the commander; he 

has something to tell him.”  

Acts 23:18 (NIV) 

18
So he took him to the commander. 

The centurion said, “Paul, the prisoner, sent for me and asked me to bring this young man to you 

because he has something to tell you.” 
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Acts 23:19 (NIV) 

19
The commander took the young man by the hand, drew him aside and asked, “What is it you 

want to tell me?” 

 

Acts 23:20 (NIV) 

20
He said: “The Jews have agreed to ask you to bring Paul before the Sanhedrin tomorrow on the 

pretext of wanting more accurate information about him.  

Acts 23:21 (NIV) 

21
Don’t give in to them, because more than forty of them are waiting in ambush for him. They 

have taken an oath not to eat or drink until they have killed him. They are ready now, waiting for 

your consent to their request.” 

 

Acts 23:22 (NIV) 

22
The commander dismissed the young man and cautioned him, “Don’t tell anyone that you have 

reported this to me.” 

 

Acts 23:23 (NIV) 

23
Then he called two of his centurions and ordered them, “Get ready a detachment of two 

hundred soldiers, seventy horsemen and two hundred spearmen� to go to Caesarea at nine 

tonight.  

 

200 SOLDIERS, SEVENTY HORSEMEN, 200 SPEARMEN!!!!!!!! 

 You would think Paul was a dignitary. 

 Why is he doing all this for Paul’s safety? 

 

 

Acts 23:24 (NIV) 

24
Provide mounts for Paul so that he may be taken safely to Governor Felix.” 

Acts 23:25 (NIV) 

25
He wrote a letter as follows: 

Acts 23:26 (NIV) 

26
Claudius Lysias, 

To His Excellency, Governor Felix: 
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Greetings. 

Acts 23:27 (NIV) 

27
This man was seized by the Jews and they were about to kill him, but I came with my troops 

and rescued him, for I had learned that he is a Roman citizen.  

 

Acts 23:28 (NIV) 

28
I wanted to know why they were accusing him, so I brought him to their Sanhedrin.  

Acts 23:29 (NIV) 

29
I found that the accusation had to do with questions about their law, but there was no charge 

against him that deserved death or imprisonment.  

Acts 23:30 (NIV) 

30
When I was informed of a plot to be carried out against the man, I sent him to you at once. I 

also ordered his accusers to present to you their case against him. 

Acts 23:31 (NIV) 

31
So the soldiers, carrying out their orders, took Paul with them during the night and brought him 

as far as Antipatris.  

Acts 23:32 (NIV) 

32
The next day they let the cavalry go on with him, while they returned to the barracks.  

Acts 23:33 (NIV) 

33
When the cavalry arrived in Caesarea, they delivered the letter to the governor and handed Paul 

over to him.  

Acts 23:34 (NIV) 

34
The governor read the letter and asked what province he was from. Learning that he was from 

Cilicia,  

Acts 23:35 (NIV) 

35
he said, “I will hear your case when your accusers get here.” Then he ordered that Paul be kept 

under guard in Herod’s palace. 

Acts 24:1 (NIV) 

1
Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the elders and a 

lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul before the governor.  

 

Acts 24:2 (NIV) 

2
When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long 

period of peace under you, and your foresight has brought about reforms in this nation.  

Acts 24:3 (NIV) 
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3
Everywhere and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with profound 

gratitude.  

 

What do you think of this greating? 

Why are they being so sappy?  They hate each other 

He’s lieing.  Felix, History says, was terrible.   

 He did stop some revolts but overall..... 

 

This was all true; but, notwithstanding this, he is well known from his own historians, and 

from Josephus, to have been not only a very bad man, but also a very bad governor. He was 

mercenary, oppressive, and cruel; and of all these the Jews brought proofs to Nero, before 

whom they accused him; and, had it not been for the interest and influence of his brother 

Pallas; he had been certainly ruined. 

 

Acts 24:4 (NIV) 

4
But in order not to weary you further, I would request that you be kind enough to hear us 

briefly. 

 

Acts 24:5 (NIV) 

5
“We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over the 

world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect  

Acts 24:6 (NIV) 

6
and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we seized him. 

Acts 24:7.and Lysias the chief captain having come near, with much violence, out of our hands 

did take away, 

Typical lies 

 Troublemaker, Stirring up Riots, Ringleader?   

  Desecrate Temple?  

 

This was a heavy charge, if it could have been substantiated, because the Jews were permitted 

by the Romans to put any person to death who profaned their temple. 

 

   Where’s the proof? 
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What is he blaming the Roman guard about? 

 

Acts 24:8 (NIV) 

8
By� examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these charges we are 

bringing against him.” 

Acts 24:9 (NIV) 

9
The Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true. 

Acts 24:10 (NIV) 

10
When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of years 

you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense.  

Acts 24:11 (NIV) 

11
You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship.  

Acts 24:12 (NIV) 

12
My accusers did not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the 

synagogues or anywhere else in the city.  

Acts 24:13 (NIV) 

13
And they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making against me.  

Acts 24:14 (NIV) 

14
However, I admit that I worship the God of our fathers as a follower of the Way, which they 

call a sect. I believe everything that agrees with the Law and that is written in the Prophets,  

Acts 24:15 (NIV) 

15
and I have the same hope in God as these men, that there will be a resurrection of both the 

righteous and the wicked.  

Acts 24:16 (NIV) 

16
So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 

 

He is speaking to a Gentile ruler now.   

What is different about Paul’s defense than what he has done before? 

Why would Paul argue this?   

Does a Roman ruler give a rip about his conscience? 
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What is the Conscience? 

 

 

Hebrews 10:19 (NIV) 

19
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus,  

Hebrews 10:20 (NIV) 

20
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body,  

Hebrews 10:21 (NIV) 

21
and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  

Hebrews 10:22 (NIV) 

22
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts 

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure 

water.  

Hebrews 10:23 (NIV) 

23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  

Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 

24
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

 

 

“Evil or guilty”ðïíçñüòðïíçñüòðïíçñüòðïíçñüò  

πονεπονεπονεπονεροσροσροσροσ  

πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋πον−αψ−ροσ∋  

From a derivative of G4192; hurtful, that is, evil (properly in effect or  

influence, and thus differing from G2556, which refers rather to essential  

character, as well as from G4550, which indicates degeneracy from original  

virtue); figuratively calamitous; also (passively) ill, that is, diseased; but  

especially (morally) culpable, that is, derelict, vicious, facinorous; neuter  

(singular) mischief, malice, or (plural) guilt; masculine (singular) the devil, or  

(plural) sinners:—bad, evil, grievous, harm, lewd, malicious, wicked (-ness). See  

also G4191. 

 

 

Acts 24:17 (NIV) 
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17
“After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor 

and to present offerings.  

Acts 24:18 (NIV) 

18
I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing this. There was no 

crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance.  

Acts 24:19 (NIV) 

19
But there are some Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring 

charges if they have anything against me.  

Acts 24:20 (NIV) 

20
Or these who are here should state what crime they found in me when I stood before the 

Sanhedrin— 

Acts 24:21 (NIV) 

21
unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their presence: ‘It is concerning the 

resurrection of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 

 

Acts 24:22 (NIV) 

22
Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. “When Lysias 

the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide your case.”  

Acts 24:23 (NIV) 

23
He ordered the centurion to keep Paul under guard but to give him some freedom and permit 

his friends to take care of his needs. 

 

It seems the resurrection always stops people from listening. 

Who could really judge in this matter? 

 He should be acquitted, but Felix does not release him 

 

 

 

Acts 24:24 (NIV) 

24
Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was a Jewess. He sent for Paul and 

listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus.  

 

Felix’s 3rd wife.....   

His previous wife was also named Drusilla.... Direct descendent of Antony and Cleopatra 



Paul on Trial 

 

This Drusilla - Daughter of Herod Agrippa 

 

Felix’ wife, daughter of  Aggrippa  

(related to a church leader in Antioch) 

 Wants to hear the gospel 

The gospel reaches most unlikely places! 

 

Acts 24:25 (NIV) 

25
As Paul discoursed on righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid 

and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for 

you.”  

Why is Felix troubled by these topics? 
the governor: Antonius Felix governed Judea from A.D. 52 to 60. Felix had been a slave, but 

had gained the status of freedman under the Emperor Claudius. Because Felix’s brother was a 

friend of the emperor, Felix’s political career blossomed, even though he was not popular among 

his peers. Felix was known for indulging in every kind of lust, and the writer 

Tacitus described him as “exercising the powers of a king with the character 

of a slave.” he was from Cilicia: After reading the letter from Jerusalem, Felix wanted to 

know Paul’s home province. When he learned it was Cilicia he decided to hear the case, because 

the political status of Cilicia did not require its natives to be sent back there for trial. 

Felix’s cruelty and licentiousness, coupled with his accessibility to bribes (see Acts 24:26), led to a 

great increase of crime in Judaea. The period of his rule was marked by internal feuds and 

disturbances, which he put down with severity. 

After Paul the Apostle was arrested in Jerusalem and rescued from a plot against his life, the local 

Roman chiliarch transferred him to Caesarea, where he stood trial before Felix. On at least one 

further occasion Felix and his wife Drusilla heard Paul discourse, and later on frequently sent for 

Paul and talked with him (Acts 24:24-26). When Felix was succeeded as procurator, having already 

detained Paul for two years, he left him imprisoned as a favor to the Jews (Acts 24:27). 

On returning to Rome, Felix was accused of using a dispute between the Jews and Syrians of Caesarea 

as a pretext to slay and plunder the inhabitants, but through the intercession of his brother, the 

freedman Pallas, who had great influence with the Emperor Nero, he escaped unpunished. Porcius 

Festus succeeded him as procurator of Judea. 

 

Acts 24:26 (NIV) 

26
At the same time he was hoping that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him 

frequently and talked with him. 
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Acts 24:27 (NIV) 

27
When two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because  wanted to 

grant a favor to the Jews, he left Paul in prison. 

 


